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[bookmark: _GoBack]THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
YOUR COUNTY, OHIO
JUVENILE DIVISION

IN RE * %					           Case No. 16-0000 X
							               
                                          				               


		A Minor Child.		          Judge 
						          Date of Hearing: DATE, 2016
							

DISPOSITIONAL MEMORANDUM
							

* %, through counsel, respectfully submits this proposed disposition plan and supporting information on his behalf. * respectfully requests that the Court consider the following terms for his disposition, with supports as listed below:

· Suspended DYS commitment.
· Supervised intensive probation with community based treatment, and electronic monitoring at the discretion of probation.
· Engagement with Youth Reentry Advocate for support in mental health treatment, employment seeking, and educational matters.
· Placement in the community with his father, NAME %, and support from his mother, NAME.
* bases his request on the attached memorandum.

Respectfully submitted,			
							
_________________________________
	Angela Chang 
							#87148
Attorney for the Child
							Hamilton County Public Defender
							Juvenile Division
							125 E Court Street
							Cincinnati, OH 45202
							(513) 946-8253


Dispositional Memorandum in Support of 
Community-Based Rehabilitation for * %

I. Social History
* is the youngest of three children in his family. His parents are separated but both work full time and are deeply invested in his success. * was previously on probation from DATE, 2014 to DATE, 2015, and participated in mental health treatment through CLINIC. *’s mother reports that his behavior improved during his treatment after he developed a good rapport with his therapist and started taking medication. Unfortunately, the Central Clinic changed his therapist and he disengaged from treatment and ultimately stopped taking medication. He has 15 prior adjudications, including the matters before the Court. However, it should be considered that 7 of the prior adjudications were uncounseled pleas, and one of those prior to him being found incompetent in 2014. There is no indication that he struggles with violent or aggressive behaviors.
II. Educational History, Supports, and Planning
* is in the 10th grade. He previously attended SKETCHY CHARTER School and a number of  other charter schools. His mother believes that is in need of an individualized education plan (IEP), as he has struggled with behaviors in school, but he has not previously been identified for special education. *’s parents and Youth Reentry Advocate Garien Gatewood, will ensure that * receives the supports he needs to get enrolled in an appropriate educational setting in LOCAL Public Schools and requests an evaluation for an IEP. *’s parents have also engaged in services with TEAM Child at the Legal Aid Society to address his educational needs.
III. Positive Community Supports and Re-entry Planning:
* will have a number of positive community supports to prevent him from reoffending. He has agreed to work with Mr. Garien Gatewood, Youth Reentry Advocate from the Children’s Law Center, Inc. Mr. Gatewood will work with * on a daily schedule, including searching for employment and extracurricular activities. * and his parents will apply for him to attend after school programming through the U.S. Bank Boys and Girls Club or other afterschool programming as approved by probation. In addition, Mr. Gatewood, will serve as a community support to * with bi-weekly check-ins. These check-ins will include:
· Educational planning
· Training and support on how to gain employment
· Seeking and monitoring positive extracurricular activities
In addition to Mr. Gatewood’s support, * has the commitment of his parents and older siblings to help him maintain appropriate behavior in the community.
IV. Relevant Research Indicate that Community Treatment is more Effective at Reducing Recidivism
Research on recidivism of youth who commit serious offenses show that the majority of youth reduced their offending to low or zero within two years of the adjudication, and further, that incarceration or residential placement actually can result in increasing recidivism.[footnoteRef:1] Residential placement more than three months in duration shows little additional benefit.[footnoteRef:2] While research indicates that the most intensive interventions should be reserved for youth who have high risk of reoffending and that lower risk cases have better results with less intensive and costly interventions, the 2013 report on Targeted RECLAIM Ohio programs indicate that YOUR County uses 66.1% of RECLAIM funds to serve low to moderate risk youth. [1:  Edward P. Mulvey et al., Trajectories of Desistance and Continuity in Antisocial Behavior Following Court Adjudication Among Serious Adolescent Offenders, 22 DEV. & PSYCHOPATHOLOGY 453 (2010). http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2908904/pdf/nihms207059.pdf]  [2:  Loughran, T.A., E.P. Mulvey, C.A. Schubert, J. Fagan, A.R. Piquero, & S.H. Losoya, “Estimating a Dose-Response Relationship Between Length of Stay and Future Recidivism in Serious Juvenile Offenders,” Criminology, Vol. 47, No. 3, 2009. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2801446/pdf/nihms157953.pdf
] 

*’s OYAS score indicates he is at moderate to high risk to reoffend and would be well served and most effectively served in a community-based treatment program. A recent national study of community-based alternatives revealed that 86% of high risk youth remained arrest free and 93% remained at home at the end of services. By contrast, the Ohio Department of Youth Services 2016 Annual Report showed that the three year recidivism rate from 2012 was 46.5%. Although ODYS has made substantial improvements, research indicates that community based treatment is much more cost-effective and allows youth to be rehabilitated in their own environments. 
V. Conclusion
The proposed disposition would be appropriate and in *’s best interest, as * has not previously been placed out of the home. While he had some mental health treatment when he was on probation previously, the treatment had lapsed prior to his most recent contacts with the court and he had not been in any treatment for about a year prior to his most recent contacts with the court. * was only 12 when he first engaged in treatment, and at 14, he is at a developmental stage that could account for fluctuations in his mental health status and behavior. 
Remaining in the community with his family will facilitate *’s successful transition to adulthood. He is still at a young age and had been considered for the INTENSIVE PROBATION PROGRAM, which he would have likely entered if not for his most recent charge on which he was adjudicated delinquent. No treatment interventions had taken place while he was on probation investigation. Placement away from his family would be traumatic, more costly, and ultimately, * would be returned to the community. Allowing him and his family to work on his community supports and develop relationships with community-based treatment providers would ultimately be more effective. The above-proposed disposition is appropriate to ensure he is rehabilitated in the least restrictive environment.

Respectfully submitted,

							______________________________
					   		Angela Chang 
							#87148
Attorney for the Child
							125 E Court Street
							Cincinnati, OH 45202
							(513) 946-8253
							achang@cms.hamilton-co.org

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing Motion was delivered to the Office of the County Prosecutor on the day of filing.


						          	____________________________________
							Angela Chang
#87148
Attorney for the Child



