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INSTRUCTION NO. 22
EXPERT WITNESSES
In some cases, such as this one, scientific, technical, or other specialized knowledge may
assist the jury in understanding the evidence or in determining a fact in issue. A witness who has
knowledge, skill, experience, training or education, may testify and state an opinion concerning such
matters.
You are not required to accept such an opinion. You should consider opinion testimony just
as you consider other testimony in this trial. Give opinion testimony as much weight as you think
it deserves, considering the education and experience of the witness, the soundness of the reasons
given for the opinion, and other evidence in the trial.
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INSTRUCTION NO. 23
FINGERPRINT EXAMINER
Fingerprint examiners, as a group, may develop skills not possessed by members of the
general public, skills that may give rise to opinions useful to you in your deliberations. A fingerprint
examiner may spend a substantial amount of time looking at latent or partial prints and comparing
them with known or full prints. In the course of their work, forensic fingerprint examiners may have
acquired skill in identifying significant similarities and differences between partial prints and known
prints.
The fingerprint examiner’s testimony is his opinion. It should not be considered by you as
conclusive fact, but should be weighed along with all the evidence that you have heard in this case.
His opinion should be treated the same as any other evidence, which means that you are free to give
it the weight you believe it deserves. You may accept or disregard it in whole or in part.
Fingerprint examiners may be of assistance to you. However, their skill is practical in nature,
and despite anything you may have heard, it does not have demonstrable certainty.

