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Social	Condi.ons	MaIer	

•  …the	country	to	which	
you	owe	your	life	and	
iden2ty,	has	not	in	its	
whole	system	of	reality	
evolved	any	place	for	
you.”		



Baldwin	speaks	across	genera.ons	
You’re	having	a	
terrible	.me…	
	
By	the	.me	you	are	
30,	you’ve	been	
through	a	certain	
kind	of	mill…	
	
The	millions	of	
details,	24	hours	of	
everyday	which	
spell	out	to	you	that	
you	are	a	worthless	
human	being.	



My	work	

•  My	work	examines	the	mill	



Living	in	Strange	and	Marvelous	Times	



Policing	and	Incarcera.on	get	the	
Lion’s	Share	of	AIen.on	



Images	from	Ground	Zero	



Policing	in	the	Public	Imagina.on	



Against	Mass	Incarcera.on	



The	U.S.	Prison	Popula.on	



A	curious,	equally	historic	phenomenon	
remains	hidden	in	plain	sight	

•  The	Rise	of	a	Supervised	Society		



PuWng	the	Prison	in	Context	
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Community	is	“where	the	ac.on	is”	
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Prison	is	one	(rela.vely	small)	piece	of	
a	vast	carceral	network	
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Na.onal	Inventory	of	Collateral	
Consequences	of	Convic.on	



Who	is	responsible	for	the	management	of	
the	poor,	racialized,	and	criminalized	
targets	of	criminal	jus.ce	expansion?		

•  Employers	
•  Landlords	
•  Criminal	Jus.ce	Actors	and	Agencies	
•  Licensing	bodies	and	government	officials	
•  Social	Service	Providers	
•  Families	



What	does	this	mean?		

•  An	emergent	form	of	ci.zenship,	based	on	the	
accusa%on	of	a	crime	

•  Heightened	stakes	for	the	everyday	
interac.ons	of	the	criminalized,	racialized	and	
impoverished	people	selected	for	criminal	
jus.ce	interven.on	

•  The	“carceral	ci.zen”	as	emergent	social	and	
civic	category	



What’s	to	be	done?		

•  Reimagine	the	carceral	ci.zen	as	a	protected	
class	

•  Bring	the	voice	of	jus.ce	involved	people	and	
their	families	into	policy	reform	efforts	


