IN THE COURT OF COMMONS PLEAS
JUVENILE DIVISION
____________ COUNTY, OHIO

IN RE: __________________			:	CASE NOS.	____________
			    			:			
						:	JUDGE		____________
______________________________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF LIMITED APPEARANCE AND 
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION TO SEAL JUVENILE RECORD
______________________________________________________________________________

	Undersigned counsel hereby gives notice of appearance for the limited purpose of filing a memorandum in support of ______________’s application to seal her juvenile record in this Court, and appearing at any hearings relating to this matter.  ______________ respectfully asks this Court to grant an order sealing her juvenile record in the above-referenced matters. R.C. 2151.355, 2151.356. The reasons for this motion are stated in the attached memorandum in support.  
Respectfully submitted,

						The Office of the Ohio Public Defender 

_____________________________________
		[Attorney Name] # __________
Assistant State Public Defender

						250 East Broad Street, Suite 1400
						Columbus, Ohio 43215
						(614) 466-5394
(614) 752-5167 – Fax
						[attorney.name]@opd.ohio.gov

						Counsel for ______________


Memorandum in Support

I.	Procedural History
	______________’s contact with this Court began on [date], when a complaint was filed in case no. ______________, alleging that 13-year-old ______________ was a runaway. ______________ was found to be unruly and ordered to complete community service. On [date], ______________ was charged with disorderly conduct, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree if committed by an adult, in case no. ______________. She was adjudicated delinquent and placed on probation. ______________ was later adjudicated delinquent for four more misdemeanors:  jaywalking in case no. ______________, aggravated trespass in case no. ______________, carrying concealed weapon in case no. ______________, and theft in case no. ______________. As a result of these cases, her probation was extended.    
	Between [date] and [date], ______________ was also charged with disorderly conduct in case no. ______________, violating curfew in case no. ______________, and being truant from school in case no. ______________. These charges were dismissed.  
	______________’s last involvement with this Court began on [date], at the age of 17, when she was charged with one count of robbery, two counts of felonious assault, and one count of receiving stolen property in case no. ______________; two counts of aggravated robbery, one count of tampering with evidence, and one count of obstructing official business in case no. ______________; and one count of robbery and one count of felonious assault in case no. ______________.  
	Following an amenability hearing, this Court denied the state’s motion to transfer cases ______________, ______________, and ______________ to the Criminal Division. (Exhibit A). On [date], upon agreement of the parties, this Court dismissed the tampering with evidence and obstructing official business charges in case no. ______________. (Exhibit B, p. 1). ______________ admitted to the remaining two counts of aggravated robbery with Serious Youthful Offender specifications. (Exhibit B, p. 2). ______________ also admitted to one count of robbery and one count of felonious assault with Serious Youthful Offender specifications in case no. ______________. (Exhibit C, p. 2). As a result of her admissions, this Court adjudicated ______________delinquent. (Exhibit B, p. 2; Exhibit C, p. 2).
	For disposition, this Court committed ______________ to the Ohio Department of Youth Services (“DYS”) for a minimum of one year for each of the aggravated robbery charges, to be served consecutively, in case no. ______________. (Exhibit B, p. 3). This Court also committed ______________ to DYS for a minimum of one year on each count in case no. ______________, to be served concurrently to each other and consecutive to the disposition imposed in case no. ______________. (Exhibit C, p. 4).
	______________ was transported to DYS on [date]. (Exhibit D). Due to her progress, this Court granted ______________’s judicial release on [date]. (Exhibit E). On [date], ______________ successfully completed her juvenile court disposition and was discharged from DYS parole supervision. (Exhibit F, p. 1).  
II.	Argument
	______________ is now 22 years old. (Exhibit F). Since ______________’s last contact with this Court on [date], when she was granted a judicial release, ______________ has obtained employment and has not been arrested or charged with any additional offenses.
	______________ reports that she has recently been turned down by employers after completing the application and interviewing process. She believes her juvenile records may be the reason she has not been able to find steady full-time employment. ______________ was also denied housing due to her “criminal record.” She discovered that the documents filed in the Criminal Division relating to the serious youthful offender disposition are available to the public on the ______________ County Clerk of Court’s website. (Exhibit G). As a result, she is respectfully requesting that this Court seal her juvenile records at this time.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	To seal a juvenile record means to “remove a record from the main file . . .  and secure it in a separate file.” R.C. 2151.355(B). A juvenile court shall consider sealing a juvenile’s records upon the court’s own motion or upon the application of the juvenile if: 1) the juvenile has been adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act other than aggravated murder, murder, or rape; and 2) at the time of the motion or application, the juvenile “is not under the jurisdiction of the court in relation to a complaint alleging the person to be a delinquent child.” R.C. 2151.356(C)(1).  Further,
The motion or application may be made on or after the time specified in whichever of the following is applicable: 

(a) If the person is under eighteen years of age, at any time after six months after any of the following events occur:

(i) The termination of any order made by the court in relation to the adjudication;

(ii) The unconditional discharge of the person from the department of youth services with respect to a dispositional order made in relation to the adjudication or from an institution or facility to which the person was committed pursuant to a dispositional order made in relation to the adjudication;

(iii) The court enters an order under section 2152.84 or 2152.85 of the Revised Code that contains a determination that the child is no longer a juvenile offender registrant.
[bookmark: 2151.356(C)(1)(b)](b) If the person is eighteen years of age or older, at any time after the later of the following: 
[bookmark: 2151.356(C)(1)(b)(i)](i) The person’s attainment of eighteen years of age; 
[bookmark: 2151.356(C)(1)(b)(ii)](ii) The occurrence of any event identified in divisions (C)(1)(a)(i) to (iii) of this section. 
	R.C. 2151.356 (C)(1). ______________ is 22 years old, and is presently not under the jurisdiction of this Court. R.C. 2152.02(C)(6). ______________ was last adjudicated delinquent for aggravated robbery, robbery, and felonious assault at the age of 17, and she was discharged from parole on [date]. (Exhibit F, p. 1). Thus, ______________ is eligible to file an application to seal her juvenile court record. R.C. 2151.356(C)(1)(b). 
	In considering whether to seal a juvenile’s records, the court may request an investigation “to determine if the person who is the subject of the proceedings has been rehabilitated to a satisfactory degree.” R.C. 2151.356(C)(2)(b). ______________ has demonstrated that she is rehabilitated by successfully completing DYS programming, earning a judicial release, complying with her rules of parole, and being discharged from parole almost three years ago, on [date].  
	While in DYS, ______________’s behavior demonstrated that she has become a responsible young woman. She displayed positive behavior, embraced her treatment, and received her GED. (Exhibits H; Exhibit I). ______________ fully involved herself in victim awareness and gained a very real understanding of how her offense impacted the victims and her community. (Exhibit J, p. 2). For example, ______________ stated: “I realized how what I did will impact them for the rest of their lives and how I will never ever do that to my community or other people again. I also have had the time to grow and mature [into a] * * * humble, Godfearing, remorseful, strong young woman who stays out of and avoids trouble.” (Exhibit J, p. 2). ______________’s victim apology letters were forwarded to the Office of Victim Services on [date]. (Exhibit F).
	______________ also actively engaged in anger management, conflict resolution, decision making, and social skills groups. (Exhibit K, p. 1). She took advantage of all drug and alcohol programming offered to her. (Exhibit J, p. 1). Based on her growth and maturity, ______________ was selected to mentor other youth. (Exhibit J, p. 1).  
	DYS staff recognized that ______________ did “an excellent job managing her anger appropriately” and “choosing who not to be around so she will not regress in her behavior.” (Exhibit K, p. 1). ______________ is truly grateful for her time in DYS, because it provided her the opportunity to reflect on her mistakes and become a better person. (Exhibit J, p. 2).
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]	After her judicial release, ______________ completed all of her parole requirements. (Exhibit H, p. 2). On [date], the DYS Release Authority found that there were no significant barriers to discharging ______________ from parole. (Exhibit H, p. 2). Due to her appropriate behavior, ______________ was terminated from parole on [date]. (Exhibit H, p. 2).
III.	Conclusion
For all of the foregoing reasons,  ______________ respectfully asks this Court for an order to seal her juvenile court record. R.C. 2151.355, 2151.356. 
Respectfully submitted,

						The Office of the Ohio Public Defender 

_____________________________________
		[Attorney Name] # __________
Assistant State Public Defender

						250 East Broad Street, Suite 1400
						Columbus, Ohio 43215
						(614) 466-5394
(614) 752-5167 – Fax
						[attorney.name]@opd.ohio.gov

					Counsel for ______________




Certificate of Service

	This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing NOTICE OF LIMITED APPEARANCE OF COUNSEL AND MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION TO SEAL JUVENILE RECORD was forwarded via regular U.S. mail this ____ day of ______________, 2015 to the office of _____________________________________________________________________________.

						___________________________________
						[Attorney Name] # __________
						Assistant State Public Defender

		Counsel for ______________
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