Sample Jury Instruction for “Jury Questionnaire” 

Phase of Voir Dire
This is a slightly modified version of the written instruction 

given in State v. Jason Dean, Clark County Case # 05CR0348 in August 2011
 by Judge Sumner Walters, Retired Van Wert Common Pleas and the 

Third District Court of Appeals 
PROSPECTIVE JUROR QUESTIONNAIRE

Please answer each question on the following pages as completely and as accurately as possible. Complete answers will save the court and all parties involved a great deal of time. If you need more space to answer a particular question, please use the blank page at the end of the questionnaire. Please do not write on the back of the pages. Use the blank page at the end of the questionnaire.

There are no right or wrong answers to this questionnaire. We do not wish to invade your privacy, but we must ask these questions to obtain a fair and impartial jury. The only right answers are complete and honest responses to every question. Your honest answers will permit the parties to select a jury with the least amount of inconvenience to you. By requesting the answers in writing, we will obtain full and honest responses from you without asking for information from the entire panel of jurors in open court. Additionally, the questionnaire will spare you the long wait that usually occurs when the attorneys must repeatedly ask all of you the same questions. Finally, the use of this questionnaire provides both parties the opportunity to select a fair and impartial jury.

You can request a private hearing if there are answers you believe should not be disclosed in writing.  If you find yourself in that situation, answer all the questions you can, and make a note on the questionnaire in response to any question you want to talk about in private.

Your full cooperation is of the utmost importance to the administration of justice in this case. You will be asked in court, under oath, if you have answered all of these questions fully and honestly. I know you will take your potential jury service seriously, and I thank you for your time in serving your community.

