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B. Execution Procedures

1. Approximately thirty (30) days prior to the scheduled execution date:

a.

c.

The MANCI, OSP or ORW Warden will notify the Director by memo, with
copies going to the Regional Director, DRC Chief Counsel, Assistant
Director, APA, Ohio State Highway Patrol (Portsmouth and Jackson), and the
Office of Victim Services.

The SOCF Execution Team will begin conducting training sessions no less
than once per week until the scheduled date of execution.

The Religious Service s Administrator (RSA) shall make contact with the
inmate to establish counseling and family contact information

2. Approximately seven (7) days prior to the execution:

a.

d.

The MANCI, OSP or ORW Warden will have the Execution Information
Release (DRC 1808) completed by the condemned prisoner. This information
will verify information on the condemned prisoner, visitors, witnesses,
spiritual advisor, attorney, requested witness, property, and funeral
arrangements.

The names of official witnesses/media witnesses will be supplied to the SOCF
Warden, as outlined in this Policy.

The names and relationships of the victim’s witnesses will be supplied to the
SOCF Warden.

The RSA will provide family information from inmate to warden at SOCF

3. Approximately twenty-four (24) hours prior to the scheduled execution:

a.

DRC 1362

The condemned prisoner will be transferred from Death Row and housed in
the Death House at SOCF. The condemned inmate will be constantly
monitored by at least three (3) members of the execution team, A log will be
maintained including, but not limited to, visitors, movement, mood changes,
meals served, showers, telephone calls, etc.

The SOCF staff psychologiét will interview the prisoner periodically and
submit progress reports to the Warden. All inmate files shall be maintained in
the Warden’s office at SOCF,

The Warden will establish a line of commuanication with DRC legal staff and
the Attorney General’s Office for notice of case status and/or other significant
legal changes.
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d. The RSA will provide counseling and spiritual support unless the inmate
requests not to have contact.

e. Beginning with his arrival at SOCF, the inmate will not be forced to meet with
non-staff visitors that he does not wish to see.

4. The following events will take place upon arrival at the Death House:

a. Once the condemned inmate is at SOCF, the Death House will be restricted to
the following:

Director and/or designee(s)

Warden

Chief Public Information Officer(s)
Institution Deputy Warden
Administrative Assistant to the Warden
Chaplain

Physician

Chief of Security

Maintenance Superintendent B
Any other person as deemed necessary by the Warden.

b. Every possible effort shall be made to anticipate and plan for foreseeable difficulties
in establishing and maintaining the intravenous (IV) lines. The condemned prisoner
shall be evaluated by appmpriate?y trained staff on the day of arrival at the institution,
to evaluate the prisoner’s veins and plan for the insertion of the IV lines. This
evaluation shall include a “hands-on” examination as well as a review of the medical
chart. Ata minimum, the inmate shall be evaluated upon arrival, later that evening at
a time to be determined by the warden, and on the foflowing morming prior to nine
a.m. Potential problems shall be noted and discussed, and potential solutions
considered, in advance of the execution.

c. SOCF chaplains will make periodic visits to the condemned prisoner, if requested by
the inmate.

d. The Deputy Warden of Operations will assign security personnel to staff
entrances, checkpoints and to assist the Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP).

e. The Execution Team Leader will ensure that the prisoner’s property is
inventoried in front of the prisoner. The condemned prisoner will have
previously, per paragraph 2, specified who is to recejve his or her personal
effects.

f. The condemned prisoner will, per paragraph 2, specify in writing his/her
request for funeral arrangements.

DRC 1352
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g. The Execution Team Leader will ask the condemned inmate to identify his or
her last special meal request. The last meal will be served at approximately
4:00 p.m. the day prior to the scheduled execution.

h. The condemned prisoner will be allowed contact visits with family, friends
and/or private clergy, as approved by the Warden, between the hours of 4:30
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on the day prior to the scheduled cxecution. Cell front
visits will be permitted between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. on the
day of the scheduled execution. The aftorney and spiritual advisor may
continue to visit with the condemned untif 8:45 a.m.

i. All communication equipment will be tested, including primary and
secondary communication with the Governor’s Office.

j.  Key personnel will be briefed by the Warden, including medical and mental
health, in order to allow intake information to be obtained,

k. The Warden will receive updates from security personnel and the OSHP on
crowd control, demonstrations, pickets, ete.

I.  The Chief of Security will brief the Warden on the level of tension within the
remainder of the prison population.

m, The Warden will relay any out of the ordinary activity to the South Regional
Director.

n. The Execution Team will continue to drill/rehearse.

5. These procedures shall be followed concerning the medications used in the execution.

a. Upon notification to the Warden of a firm execution date, a person gualified under
Chio law to administer medications shalt order a quantity of the following drugs in 2
timely manner from the institution’s licensed pharmacist: thiopental sodium,
pancuronium bromide and potassium chloride. A sufficient quantity shall be ordered
as a contingency against the contamination or other inadvertent loss of any of the
drugs.

Prior to the exccution and upon arrival of the inmate at the institution, a medical
review of the inmate shall be conducted to establish any unique factors which may
impact the manner in which the execution team carries out the execution. This
evaluation shall include a “hands-on” examination as well as a review of the medical
chart. Potential problems shall be noted and discussed, and potential solutions
considered, in advance of the execution.

b. On the day of the execution, the person qualified under Ohio law to
administer medications shall take possession of the drugs thiopental sodium,
pancuronium bromide and potassium chloride from the institution pharmacy,
and shall document possession of the drugs by signing a receipt or log. The
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person qualified under Ohio law to administer medications shall deliver the
drugs to the death house,

The person qualified under Ohio law to administer medications shall, in the presence
of a witness, give possession of the drugs to a person qualified to prepare intravenous
injections. This transfer shall be documented by a receipt signed by these three
parties. The person qualified under Ohio law to administer medications shall notify
the command center upon the delivery of drugs and the command center shall log the
time of delivery, the quantity, name and type of drugs delivered.

The drugs shall be prepared for injection by a person qualified under Ohio law to
administer and prepare drugs for infravenous injections. The preparation of the drugs
shall be monitored by a similarly qualified witness who shal! independently verify the
preparation and dosage of the drugs. When the drugs are prepared, the command
center shall be notified and the time of the preparation recorded. The command
center shall also record what drugs were prepared, the quantity, name and dosage of
the prepared drugs.

The execution team shall make every effort to establish IV sites in two locations, and
they shall take the amount of time necessary when pursuing this objective. This step
shall be accomplished in the holding cell, and the staff shall utilize heparin locks to
create the sites and keep them open. The team shall test the viability of the IV site
with a small amount of saline, to be flushed through the heparin lock.

Once the inmate has been escorted to the chamber, a low-pressure saline drip shall be
connected to the [V sites.

The drugs shall be prepared as follows:'

i. Two grams of Thiopental Sodium prepared with 25 mg/cc concentration
for a total of 80cc which are placed in two syringes labeled “one” and
“tW‘O,”

ii. 100 mg of Pancuronium Bromide is prepared with 2mg/ml concentration
for a total of 50ce which is placed into two 25¢c syringes labeled “three”
and “four.”

iii. 100 milliequivalents of Potassium Chloride are prepared with 2 meg/cc
concentration for a total of 50cc. The preparation is placed in a syringe
labeled “five.”

The arm veins near the joint between the upper and lower arm will be utilized
as the preferred site for the injection. In the event that the execution team is
unable to prepare the inmate’s veins at the preferred site to receive the

Depending upon the form and concentration of drugs delivered, it may be necessary to modify the preparation of
syringes. In the event of any modification for any reason, a qualified witness shall review any meoditications and the
command center shall be notified ard any changes recorded.

LRC 1362

B 611138318
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intravenous dose of drugs, a qualified medical person authorized to administer
intravenous drugs shall use an alternative site to deliver the drugs as they may
be authorized by law.

6. Approximately one (1) hour prior to the scheduled execution:

a.

c.

The prisoner will be permitted to take a shower and dress in the appropriate
clothing for the execution.

Official witnesses to the execution will rcﬁor{ to the institution. The victim's
witnesses will report to the Portsmouth Highway Patrol Post for escort to the
institution by designated SOCF personnel,

The RSA will be present to counsel and provide spiritual support to the
inmate and staff.

7. Approximately fifteen (15) minutes prior to the scheduled execution:

a.

b.

The warden shall read the death warrant to the condemaed prisoner.

All authorized witness groups will be escorted to the death house separately by
designated staff.

Execution;

The Warden and Execution Team will escort the condemned prisoner to the
execution chamber, place the condemned prisoner on the lethal injection bed,
secure the straps and insert the intravenous injection tubes,

The Warden will ask the condemned prisoner if he has any last words. If the
prisoner has a last statement, he will be aliowed to make it while the witnesses
are present in the adjacent viewing chambers, and are able to see him and hear
him via microphone. There will be no restriction on the content of the
condemned prisoner’s statement and no unreasonable restriction on,the
duration of the prisoner’s last statement.

Upon the Warden’s signal, the injections shall be administered in the order
described above by a person qualified under Ohio law to administer
intravenous injections. The start and finish time of each syringe shall be
reported to the command center and recorded in a log. The [ow-pressure
saline drip shali be allowed to flush saline through the lines for at Ieast sixty
seconds between syringes two and three, between syringes four and five, and
again after syringe five.

The execution team leader and the warden shall observe the inmate’s TV sites
for signs of infiltration throughout the time that the drugs are being
administered to the inmate. In the event that both IV sites become

TS
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compromised, the team shall take such time as may be necessary to establish a
viable IV site.

e. The RSA or the inmate’s Spiritual Advisor will anoint the body of the inmate

if requested by the inmate.

f. The RSA will coordinate the burial of the inmate’s body with local chaplains

if the inmate’s family does not want the body.

9, Post-Execution:

The Warden, or his designee, will notify the Director that the execution has
been carried out, :

The Execution Team will remove the deceased from the execution bed, and
place him or her on a gumey.

Disposition of the body will be in accordance with arrangements made prior
to the execution at the prisoner’s request.

The Warden will sign and return the death warrant to the court, indicating the
execution has been carried out.

10. Debriefing:

ATTACHMENTS:

a.

The Warden will ensure that critical meident debriefings are available for the
Execution Team and staff participants immediately following the execution.

The critical incident debriefing team will conduct interview in accordance
with CIM guidelines.

The RSA will be available for debriefing for the staff and the family of the
inmate

DRC 1808 Execution Information Release

DRC 1362
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA
ATLANTA DIVISION

JACK E. ALDERMAN,

Plaintiff,

Civil Action No.
1:07-CV-1474-BBM

V.

JAMES E. DONALD, in his capacity as
Commussioner of the Georgla Department
of Corrections; HILTON HALL,

in his capacity as Warden, Georgia
Diagnostic and Classification Prison;
DOES 1-50, UNKNOWN
EXECUTIONERS, in their capacities

as employees and/or agents of the
Georgia Department of Corrections.

S M M M M e’ N N N S S N N M N e S S

Defendants.

DECLARATION ROBERT K. LOWE, ESQ. REGARDING
THE EXECUTION OF CHRISTOPHER NEWTON

1, Robert K. Lowe, Esq., declare that:

L. My name is Robert K. Lowe, and I have been a licensed Ohio
attomney since 2000. I currently serve as an Assistant State Public Defender for
the Office of the Ohio Public Defenéer in the death penalty section, and [ have

held that position since July 2001.

EXHIBIT

5




2. During my tenure as Assistant State Public Defender, my office
has continually represented Christopher Newton duning his direct appeal to the
Ohio Supreme Court. It was in my capacity as Mr. Newton’s counsel that I

witnessed his execution on May 24, 2007 at the Southern Ohio Correctional

Factlity.
3. As one of the witnesses, the following occurred for Mr. Newton’s
execution:

a. The media was taken into the death house (J-Block of
Southern Ohio Correctional Facility) about 8-10 minutes before 10:00
a.m.

b. The victim’s witnesses, three prosecutors from Richland
County, were taken into the death house about 5 minutes before 10:00
a.m.

c. Mr. Newton’s witnesses, including myself were taken into
the death house about 2 minutes before 10:00 a.m. ”

d. All witnesses were in place and seated at about 10:01 a.m.

€. At 10:03 a.m. the video prompter came on and the “medical
team’ started to put the locks‘into Mr. Newton’s arms. There was at least
one person on each side. Mr. Newton was in the holding cell on a bed.

f. The lock was inserted and taped down on the left arm. This

was achieved on the third or fourth attempt, after 22 minutes. An IV line

2 NYA 853692.1




was attached to Mr. Newton to keep the vein open. The IV bag hung

over his head (could not see what it was attached to).

g. As for the right arm, it took approximately an hour and
fifteen minutes to insert the lock.

h. At approximately 10:35 am. I asked if Greg Trout was in
the area and asked to speak with him or Mr. Newton due to the length of
time finding a vein. I was not permitted to speak to Mr. Newton.
However, a few minutes later, I was asked to leave the witness area to
talk with Greg Trout. Mr. Trout informed me that there was no time
table to find a vein and that the “team” was told to take their time to find
a viable vein. I inquired about cutting down and was informed that they
had not even come close to thinking that that was required.

1. At 10:40 a.m. the “medical team™ did look at the right leg as
an option to access a vein, no “pricks” were atternpted in the leg. After a
couple of minutes looking, the “medical team” went 1At;ack to the'n'ght
arm.

J. At 10:48 a.m. the “medical team” started looking at the right
arm and right leg.

k. At 10:57 a.m. the “medical team” left. They returned at

11:00 a.m. with a new tray of medical items.

NYA §33652.1
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3 At 11:05 a.m. Mr. Newton got up and left the view of the
video prompter. [ was pulled out of the witness area and Greg Trout
informed me that Mr. Newton asked and was permutted to use the
restroom due to the bag of fluids being pumped into Mr. Newton to keep
the left vein open.

m.  After Mr. Newton went to the restroom, the “team” searched
for a vein while he sat on the bed. At 11:22 a.m. Mr. Newton laid back
down on his bed. After searching for a vein for a short period of time,
Mr. Newton laid there with the “team” just looking at Mr. Newton.

n. At about 11:30 a.m. I was pulled out of the witness room
again. [ was told that they had found a second vein but it was running
really slow — but running continuously. They were going to move Mr.
Newton slowly into the chamber and proceed with the execution. I was
informed that if there was failure, that the curtain would be closed and
Mr. Newton moved onto a gurmney and taken back to .t-he holdiﬂé cell in
order to search for a vein under the camera with the video prompter
turned back on.

0. At about 11:33 é..m., Mr. Newton walked into the execution
chamber. He was strapped onto the execution table at 11:34 am. One of
the guards (grey shirt) who was strapping Mr. Newton’s left arm had

shaky hands.

4 NYA §35692.1
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p. At 11:36 am., Mr. Newton was given his opportunity to
make a statement. Warden Voorhies stood to Mr, Newton’s right with a
white shirt guard (head of the execution team-—introduced himself as that
during Wednesday’s visit) at Mr. Newton’s head. These two remained in
the execution chamber during the execution.

q.  For several minutes after his staternent, Mr. Newton was still
talking and laughing with the guard and Warden Voorhies.

I. After Mr. Newton stopped talking, there was a short time
period and then movement was observed. At one point, the guard looked
at Warden Voorhies with a bewildered or confused look. Mr. Newton’s

chest/stomach moved about 8-10 times and his chin was moving in jittery

MAanmner.

s. At 11:45 a.m. Mr. Newton’s chest made one movement.

t. The curtain was drawn at 11:51 a.m.

u. The curtain was re-opened and death wa; pronounc.ed at
11:53 am.

V. The witnesses were escorted out of the death house with the

media first, then Mr. Newton’s witnesses, and then the victim’s

wiltnesses.

[ declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

NYA 8536921
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Dated: August 15, 2007

Robert K. Lowe, Esquire

6 NYA 3356921
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KENTUCKY STATE PENITENTIARY
VISITING SCHEDULE FOR DEATH ROW INMATE

PRE-EXECUTION (DEATH WATCH)

ATTORNEYS/PARALEGALS ‘ REVISED 12/14/2004

DAILY.

" CONTACT

24-HOUR ACCESS IN EVENT OF EMERGENCIES .

PERSONAL VISITORS

DAILY BY APPOINTMENT

DAY OF SCHEDULED EXECUTION

CONTACT

CONTACT

MINISTERS

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
INSTITUTIONAL CHAPLAIN
. NEWS MEDIA

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

CONTACT

BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS ONLY

VISITATION GUIDELINES

ANY ITEM BROUGHT IN BY ATTORNEYS/PARALEGALS, MINISTERS, OR NEWS

MEDIA SUCH AS, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, CASSETTES, WIRELESS MIKES, BOOKS,
OR MAIL MUST BE APPROVED IN ADVANCE BY THE WARDEN. NO ITEMS WILL BE
ALLOWED IN BY PERSONAL VISITORS.

1,

Z.

VISITS WILL BE CONDUCTED AT A DESIGNATED LOCATION.

NO MORE THAN FOUR VISITORS AT A TIME.

THE WARDEN RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DENY ACCESS TO THE
INSTITUTION, ANY VISITOR OR PERSON, HE DEEMS A RISK TO THE
SECURITY OF THE INSTITUTION.
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